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9™ Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)
Virtual meeting
March, 19th 2021

SPAW STAC Exemptions Working Group reports

Sandrine Pivard,

Regional Activity Center fofithe SPAW Protocol (SPAW-RAC)
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STAC Gouvernance strenghened and parties more involved though of the working
groups => Ensure that the formulation and implementation of programme activities
satisfy the requirements and needs of the SPAW Parties

Terms of Reference of the SPAW STAC Ad Hoc Working Groups:
* SPAW STAC9 UNEP(DEPI)CAR WG.42INF.12

_ SPAW-RAC’s activity report: * SPAW STAC9 UNEP(DEPI) CAR WG.42 INF.4
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Number of experts: Eleven (11)

- 9 €XPCrts nominated by & members states

2 eXperts nominared bv observers

Meering held
L
- May 5th 2020 / Encouraging the use of the

adopred Reporting Formar
L

- Addirional discussions on the Teamwork
dedicared plarform and contriburions on online

documents.

Species Working Group

-

Assigned asks

Mand arory rasks :

- Review for recommendarion the exemprions reports submitred by

cr:rntr:n:ting p:u‘ties

Addirional rasks from che priorities discussed during STAC 8 (not

limired ro):

- Encouraging the use of the adopred Reporring Formar for

Exemprions under Arricle 11(2) of the Speciallv Protecred Areas and
Wildlife Protocol (SPAW) (UNEP(DEPI/CAR WG 38/3)

- Review rthe Unired Srares Exemprions Report (2017) and reporr to
the STAC on their findings, as well as the Curacao Exemprions
Report (2016) and any addirional informarion thar mav be provided by
the Government of Curacao since the original exemprion report

submission.

* SPAW STAC9 UNEP(DEPI)CAR WG.42.5 Exemptions working group report
* SPAW STAC9 UNEP(DEPI)CAR INF 21
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@ TASK 2 - Encouraging the use of the adopted Reporting Format for Exemptions under Article
11(2) of the Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife Protocol (SPAW) (UNEP(DEPI/CAR WG 38/3)
Recommendations:

@ — Use existing information (use the country reports when existing at the Convention and the Protocol
level) to identify what is implemented by countries to comply with the protocol and review the US and
Curagao reports both to identify recommendations to provide to the parties but also to review them
formally for the next STAC

@ - Ask the Secretariat to reach out to countries not complying with the protocol ans also provide more of
the bi-annual reports received.

[ JEN Encourage the countries to report more and to nominate experts or representatives to the WG.

@ — Encourage the use of the reporting format but also to report even if they use another format, as long as
it provides the necessary information.

@ — Clarify what stance the STAC should take in front of SPAW Parties still allowing protected species
hunting. An assessment of the situation could be done to better tackle the lack of effective management
and protection measures.

@ — Use networks on the ground level (example WIDECAST) in a collaborative way.
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Tasks 1 and 3 : Review the United States Exemptions Report (2017) and report to the STAC on their
findings, Review the Curacao Exemptions Report (2016) and any additional information that may be
provided by the Government of Curacao since the original exemption report submission.

- One 1s ex-post and programmatic, the other one is ex ante and used the format.

- Both report accounts for the activities that the United States carried out or are planning to carry out and
thus comply with the provisions of the SPAW Protocol (Article 11 (2)).

- Both are missing a Environmental Impact Assessment as an annex, which is cited in item 6. of Document
UNEP (DEPI) / CAR 1G.37 / 3 as a complement, but as for US it is a programmatic exemption report. Thus
the EIA for each exemption can be accessed through the links to permits and other documents provided in
the United States report to the individual exemptions.

- The US Exemptions Report is missing reference to public display facilities that may require a public
display or import permit under the MMPA.When the United States ratified the SPAW Protocol, it took a
reservation to Article 11(1) that reads: "The United States does not consider itself bound by Article 11(1) of
the Protocol to the extent that United States law permits the limited taking of flora and fauna listed in
Annexes [ and I"

- In the Curagao report there are conceptual differences against some terms (for example compensation,
mitigation, restoration), as mentioned in the STAC Miami 2016
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The STAC may wish to recommend to:

- Encourage the countries to report more and to nominate experts or representatives to the
Working Group.

- Encourage them to use of the reporting format but also to report even if they use another
format, as long as it provides the necessary information.

- Clarify what stance the STAC/COP should take in front of SPAW Parties still allowing
protected species hunting. An assessment of the situation could be done to better tackle the lack of
effective management and protection measures.

— Request the Secretariat to reach out to countries not complying with the protocol ans also
provide more of the biennial reports received.

— Request the Working Group to link with the Species working group, especially regarding its
task 4 (improving management of species listed)

— Use networks on the ground level (example WIDECAST) in a collaborative way

— to revise the Terms of reference If deemed necessary and it in particular its Annex (update the

current tasks of the working group).
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