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Appendix Whale Watching and Legislation Workshop



Allowing swim-with interactions 

Enforced and controled 

Assertive on the number of boats limit 

No more than 2 boats 

Science-based, effective and enforceable 

... • 

... --
----

--

-
Based on science 

ln 2025, 1 would like Legislation on Marine Mammal 

Protection to be ... 

More eff1ciently communicated and spread 

Based on ecological facts and data rather than on 

feelings 

Participative 

Regional Regionally harmonized, agreed and implemented 

Comprehensive and sustainable, allowing for 

responsible interactions and enforced with a clear 

limit of volume/frequency expressed in the number 

of licenses 



Determined by "observation hours" rather than by the 
length of observation: these "observation hours" 
would be more respectful of the quietude moments 
during the day of the Marine mammal. This aims to 
avoid day-long harassment and preserve resting 
hours for the animal. 

Harassment free and well-timed 

Dissociated with Science if the WW operator does 
not have a permit 

une activité plus encadrée, avec des structures 
labellisées sous conditions (formation, respect des 
règles d'approche, ecoresponsabilité etc.) 

l 

, 

, 

contribution to science 
A means to raise awareness on the need to protect 
the marine environment and the impact of human 
activities and pollution on MM 

A contribution to science and education Associated to Conservation 
Ali whale watchers to be aware of the guidelines 

ln 2025, 1 would like Whale Watching Activities to 
be ... 

An activity with more regulation and legislation 

A Sustainable Eco-friendly activity With guidelines and regulations agreed upon and 
enforced by ail stakeholders 

Weil regulated with sustainable practices legislated guidelines and enforcement 

A sustainable inductry with a primary focus on the 
wellbeing of the target, not the money 



Lack of political will 

Limited enforcement 

Loophole in regulating amateur sailors, divers and 

fishermen 

Interactions between whale watchers: tao many on 

the same locations 

Obstacles and needs 

Lack of legislation 

Lack of communication 

Lack of funding 

Assertive on the number of boats limit 

Need to raise awareness about whale watching 

guidelines 

I 

Lack of awareness from boat captains 

Communication on legislation, regulations and 

guidelines 



MPA Culture 

Investigation as a "mystery client" in whale watching 
activities 

Sorne form of range program 
Individu al transferrable whale watching licenses 

A culture of respect towards marine mammals as 
well as the stakeholders and the public 

Success staries 

Local partnerships 

Lack of legislation 

Assertive on the number of boats limit 

lnclude all local stakeholders to improve 
communication and awareness as well as behaviour 
with marine mammals 

Swim-with carefully managed (eg.Minke Swimming) 
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